High potential iron-sulfur proteins and their role as soluble electron carriers in bacterial photosynthesis: tale of a discovery.
This review is an attempt to retrace the chronicle of the discovery of the role of high-potential iron-sulfur proteins (HiPIPs) as electron carriers in the photosynthetic chain of bacteria. Data and facts are presented through the magnifying lenses of the authors, using their best judgment to filter and elaborate on the many facets of the research carried out on this class of proteins over the years. The tale is divided into four main periods: the seeds, the blooming, the ripening, and the harvest, representing the times from the discovery of these proteins to the most recent advancements in the understanding of the relationship between their structure and their function.